THE BEACON
Swissy Club of New England Newsletter
Forth Quarter 2009

President’s Message
Fall is Here and the Holidays
are coming!
Enjoy the cooler weather with
your swissy!

As the nights get colder and the leaves fall
from the trees, we enter Swissy Season! As
the temps drop, that particular bounce
returns to their step, reminding us it's time
to start getting outdoors more - walking and
hiking and playing and - if they're lucky working. They do love the cold. So, if you
could indulge them just a little, take a hike!
No, really... come out to western MA on
Dec 5th and/or 6th for the fall pack hike.
Even if your dog doesn't pack, just come
along for the fun on the Robert Frost Trail
and spend some time with other Swissies.
Thanks to all who attended the fun day in
September - and special thanks to those who
planned it and set it up! Most of all, many
many thanks to Peter and Seamus for
inviting us once again to converge upon
their beautiful yard. As we gear up for the
holiday season, may your Swissies enjoy
some leftovers from a Thanksgiving feast
and a stocking full of goodies from Santa (I
know, I know - it's too early to even think
about that!). As the year draws to a close,
Remember to renew your memberships to
both SCONE and GSMDCA and, if the
latter, perhaps adding a small donation for
the Health Fund or Rescue Foundation. The
dogs deserve it. Many thanks to all
members, and enjoy the rest of 2009! Nancy

It’s time to Renew your
membership, application at the
end of the Newsletter!
Visit our website at
www.swissyclubofne.org
For more info about events
upcoming in January.
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SCONE Upcoming Events

Early 2010 SCONE Events

M&M/Robert Frost Trail Back to
Back Pack Hike
December 5th and 6th, 2009

January Fun Day in Agawan, MA
February Snow Pack in in Amherst, MA
More Info Soon on the Website

contact: Kelly Nevin
(kelly@prismgsmd.com)
 Sat. M&M Trail, Pelham & Amherst,
Massachusetts
Sun. Robert Frost Trail, Amherst,
Massachusetts
Sat Meet at 10:30 a.m. (Cadwell Forest
Parking Area, Packardville Rd., Pelham,
MA) Hike starts at 11:00 a.m.
Sun Meet at 8:30 a.m. (Puffers Pond East
Packing Lot, Amherst, MA) Hike starts at
9:00 a.m.
 Trail easy to moderate
 Cost $15 for SCONE members and $20 for
non-members hiking for a leg, along for the
walk no charge
 Please RSVP to Kelly
 This Hike is 9 miles on Saturday A to B we
will shuttle cars and 8 miles out and back on
Sunday.


Other Regional Upcoming Events
Weight Pulling; www.iwpa.net
10th Annual Ticonderoga Wal*Mart IWPA
Weight Pull
January 16th - 17th, 2010
Ticonderoga, New York (214 Wicker Street,
Routed 9N/74)
Saturday: Snow Weigh In: 9:00 am-10:30 am
Sunday: Snow Weigh In: 8:00 am-9:00 am
Pack Hike (hosted by C&P club)
http://www.cpgreaterswiss.com/Events.htm
Date: January 30, 2010
Event: C&P's January Jump Start Pack Hike
Location: Flat Rail Trail
Address: Pennsylvania
Info: C&P GSMDC will be hosting a pack hike
up in Pennsylvania once again. Details will be
posted in the near future, but put this on your
calendar now. This will be a one day/one leg
pack hike, so the length will be 10 miles in
accordance to the guidelines issued by our
nation club.
FMI Contact Andi: aslage@embarqmail.com

More information on pack hiking see:
http://gsmdca.homestead.com/Activities/
Packing.html

Last Year’s Hike Photo, hoping for a great
turnout again this year.

Remember when your swissy was this small?
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Fun Day Report
By Cheryl Gerzabek
Despite the rain, this years SCONE Fun
Day was a great success! Many thanks to
Peter Ziegler for again offering his home
for the event. The rain did break long
enough for our first mini draft clinic.
Several dogs were harnessed and hooked
up to a cart or wagon for the first time.
Not only did the dogs pull, but some even
maneuvered the draft course! SCONE
hosted a raffle and there was quite the
array of food. Between the garage and
the e-z ups, there was plenty of room for
people to stay dry and enjoy great
company. We all look forward to next
year's event!
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More Fun Day Photos
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Contry Hill Farm 10 Mile Pack Hike
September 13th, 2009

WPDX LegPeregrine (Suddanly Peregrine's Havin
a ball) with Mike Warburton

By Deanna Never
It was a hot day with no rain and a
beautiful day for a hike. We had a great
turnout and the hike at Contry Hill farm
went well. Although the trails were
Still a little wet everyone seemed to enjoy
themselves. What perfect hiking
conditions and a great group of dogs and
people. We had a lot of new hikers that
learned the ropes and did a great job with
their dogs. We finished the ten mile hike
in about 4 ½ hours. Thank you all for
coming and I hope the next hike will be
just as successful. Thank you for all the
help from Contry Hill Farm and allowing
us to use their trails.

WPD leg
BoJangles (Ch Timberhof-Alastair
BoJangles NWPD) with Dave Gerzabek
NEW TITLE!!!
NWPD leg
Zurich (K2’s Swiss Run Mountaineer,
CGC) with Ben Never NEW TITLE!!!
Aare (CH Swiss Run’s SD Denali, CGC)
with Deanna Never NEW TITLE !!!
Riot (CH. Swiss Run’s SD Patriot, CGC)
with Diane Barringer
Yuri (CH Korona Rossii Jaroslav) with
Robert Seibert
Windy (Matterhorn's Mnemosyne) with
Laurie Camody
Maggie (Megga Maggs) with Steve
Scheitel
Tunie (CH Palisades Starr Kissed) with
Lynn Kenney
Along for the hike on SundayOliver (Matterhorn’s Putter) with Jared
Whitney owened by Kathleen and Steve
Scheitel
Reuben (Matterhorn’s YuleTide) with
Heather Whitney
Abby with Kathleen Scheitel
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More Sept Pack Hike Photos

6

Blue Ridge Stokes Pack Hike
The Blue Ridge pack hike is run by
SCONE as there aren’t too many big
pack hikers in the Blue Ridge club.
The hike was the day before the Blue
Ridge Specialty in October in New
Jersey.
For An Excellent Leg:
Peregrine (Suddanly Peregrine's
Havin a ball) with Mike Warburton

Tunie and Lynne

For A Novice Leg:
Tunie (CH Palisades Starr Kissed) with
Lynn Kenney
Along for the Hike for fun
BoJangles (Ch Timberhof-Alastair
BoJangles WPD) with Dave Gerzabek
Ranger (Matterhorn’s Atlas) with
Matthew Garland

Ranger and Matt

Peregrine, I know, not a pack hike
photo, but I wasn’t sent one!

BoJangles and Dave
7

The
Herbal
Swissy
by Nancy Anderson

Tick Check

Understanding Lyme Disease and its Prevention
As we come into the Fall season here in New
England, it’s hiking season for Swissies! But along
with crisp afternoons walking through the woods
come the inevitable little passengers found on our
dogs afterward – ticks. Going over a Swissy’s body
for a tick check is often like looking for a needle in
a haystack. If you’re like me, you may often forego
even checking, thinking it a futile attempt. But
with spirochetal diseases like Lyme and Bartonella
rising steadily, prevention is key in avoiding
debilitating illness.
Lyme disease was first recognized in the United
States in 1975 by Dr. Allen Steere, following a
mysterious outbreak of juvenile rheumatoid
arthritis near the community of Lyme, Connecticut.
In 1982, the etiologic agent of Lyme disease was
discovered by Willy Burgdorfer, who isolated
spirochetes belonging to the genus Borrelia from
the mid-guts of Ixodes ticks. He showed that these
spirochetes reacted with immune serum from
patients that had been diagnosed with Lyme
disease. Subsequently, the etiologic agent was
given the name Borrelia burgdorferi.

Lyme has long been misunderstood in the medical
community, both because spirochetes are extremely
intelligent and resistant to treatment, and because
its symptoms can resemble other health issues,
leading to much misdiagnosis. Therefore, many
cases in the past have been allowed to progress,

giving Lyme a reputation as a chronic and difficult
disease to treat.
Of course, the first line of defense is in repelling
ticks (especially deer ticks). While there are lots of
herbal and other all-natural sprays, most essential
oils are useless against ticks. The only two that I
know of that are actually effective in repelling ticks
are neem and tea tree oil. (In fact, while harvesting
in the woods of NH during my herbal
apprenticeship, another student and I got back to
the herb farm to find that a tick was already
starting to bore into her leg. The herbalist on staff
put a little tea tree oil on a cotton ball, placed it on
the tick, and it backed right out.) You can make a
spray by adding about five drops of each oil to a
water-filled spray bottle, and shaking well. I like to
boil thyme and a whole lemon in water and use
that as the liquid base in the spray bottle, then add
some oils with a more pleasant aroma, like
lavender and catnip. (Neem and tea tree oil alone
will have you looking for a noseplug.) Keep a
bottle in your Swissy’s backpack for easy access on
hikes.
If your dog is bitten by a deer tick, you can dose
with the homeopathic ledum. If the tick was not
transmitting a spirochetal disease, the remedy will
just remain inert; it will not have any adverse
effects. Connecticut Veterinarian Steve Tobin
recommends ledum in a dose of 1M three times a
day for three days, and reports that after treating
over 500 dogs with Lyme, “every animal treated
this way has shown immediate improvement,
whether they were only recently infected or have
had the disease for years; treated or not with
antibiotics.”

The plant world offers some very good medicinal herbs to help combat Lyme and its related symptoms, such
as…
Japanese Knotweed

Antibiotic /anti-spirochetal. Stimulates microcirculation, which helps to carry active
constituents to the far-reaching areas that spirochetes like to hide. As an antiinflammatory, helps to reduce arthritic symptoms. Helps to boost the immune
system and reduces auto-immune reactions to infection. Acts as an accelerator,
increasing the action of other herbs and drugs.

Teasel

Herbalist Matthew Wood uses just Teasel in the treatment of Lyme (3 drops, 3 times
a day). Those who follow this protocol have had great success, but east coast
practitioners do not report as high a success rate (perhaps due to different strains of
spirochete?).

Astragalus

Used in TCM for centuries, western herbalists now consider astragalus one of the
best immunomodulators and tonics. It is also antibacterial and antiviral. Not
recommended for late stage Lyme.

Nettles

A nutritive herb, also an anti-inflammatory specific to bone and joint health. Inhibits
elastase which, if elevated, is responsible for the breakdown of cartilage in lymeinduced arthritis. Also contains high levels of boron, which is also indicated for
arthritis.

Cleavers

As bacteria die off, they are carried to the lymph system for disposal. At the onset of
infection or in acute Lyme, herbalist Stephen Buhner (author of Healing Lyme) likens
this to too many cars at rush hour, and things can get backed up. Cleavers is the
premier herb to help with lymphatic drainage.

There are other herbs appropriate for the treatment
of Lyme and each case is different, but those listed
above are the first that I think of. One thing to keep
in mind is that as the spirochetes die, they make the
body more acidic. Test your dog’s ph each
morning (you can buy a roll of pH test tape at the

drug store) and add greens to help alkalize the
body. Nutrition is extremely important in helping
your dog’s body to prevent a spirochetal infection
or combat an existing one. May you have happy
and healthy Swissies!

For more information, contact Nancy at 617-501-WAG1 or email canis_major@mac.com

Jarno

Trip Out To the Western Regional
By Kelly Nevin
I decided to take a little trip out to visit
some of Northwest Swissies for the
Western Regional in September. I was
most interested in Meeting my Fury’s
Dad, Gunner, Titan’s Daughter Nike
and Titan’s Grandma Zippen. I got to
meet those 3 and visit with my
northwest swissy friends, human and
dog. I also cleaned up at the raffle,
which was a bit of a challenge fitting the
spoils in my suitcase for the flight home.
Of Note to those in the northeast, Rock
is Carl’s son.

Razz and Seadar

Nike

Gunner

Tattle
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Rock

AKC Meet the Breeds
By Cheryl Gerzabek
SCONE members proudly represented
the GSMDCA at the AKC's Meet the
Breed event, held at the Javitt Center in
NYC. Manning the Booth on Saturday
were Lynne and Tuni, accompanied by
Laurie, Robert and Alex with Buzz, Yuri
and Molly. Manning the booth on
Sunday were Mike and Courtney with
Peregrine and Polly, accompanied by
Cheryl and Dave, Tricia and DJ, with
Spencer, BoJangles and Nike. The AKC
estimates that there were more than
36000 people attending the two day
event. Molly, Peregrine and Bo Jangles
also participated in a Draft Demo. We
tried really hard to get a group photo on
Sunday......It was not an easy task, but
we had some laughs trying! Somewhere
amongst all of the kids is Bo with the
cart!

It’s a mini, nope it’s an Entle
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Member News

Here are the boys Halloween costumes
for this year....top Bruno -(BISS Ch
Fallen Oak Arapahoe Bruno) Bruno's all
set to round up the cattle with his
authentic Stetson cowboy hat and fancy
collar....bottom Tino (CH Applewood
Valentino of KatKen) Cowabunga
dude!.....Tino's ready to hit the surf in
Hawaii!! Bruno and Tino are owned and
loved by Ken and Kathy Plowucha....

Spencer wins Best Veteran in Specialty
Show at the 2009 Blue Ridge Specialty,
and makes the cut for Best of Breed in an
impressive lineup. He also won Veteran
Sweepstakes. There is nothing more
special than going in the ring with a
Veteran! Thank you for all of the
"cheers" for "My Buddy"

BoJangles earns his Working Pack Dog
Title in New Hampshire!
At the Blue Ridge Show, BoJangles hiked
ten miles for fun on Thursday, and
competed in the weight pull events on
Friday and Saturday .He won Most
Weight Pulled at both events, pulling
1700lbs and 2000lbs.
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More Member News

Marty Finished his Championship at the
Albany Kennel Club show on 10/16. He
is now Ch Matterhorn's Cronus Heart
O'Glenamaddy. Marty is pictured here
on the far left. Photo is at the
Southbound specialty where Marty was
winners dog. Also in the photo are from
left to right dad Titan, sister Windy,
Mom Halo and brother Ace.

Shanti Finished her Championship at the
Queensboro Kennel Club show on 10/23.
She is now Ch Matterhorn Whsplms
Canes Venatici RN

Windy Finished her Championship at the
Blue Ridge Weekend taking back to back
5 point majors out of the bred by class.
She is now Ch Matterhorn’s Mnemosyne.

On September 27th 2009, Halo
completed her CD, companion dog
obedience title, completing her VGS.
Halo is known as:
Ch Whispering Palm’s Heaven Can Wait
CD, JHD, NWPD, VGS, ROM
Halo also got her ROM, Register of
Merit, for having 5 Champion offspring
with Marty (above) finishing his
championship.
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More Member News
Lillabit earned her WWD at 2 events in
October of this year - and turned 7…what
a month. At the SwissAthlon she
received her first two legs, and at the
Golden Gate Specialty she received her
last two. It was worth the 8 days in the
car! She also earned her WPD at the end
of September. She is now CH Cordillera's
Lil' Bombardier RN WPD WWD - and a
Veteran :) Ranger (CH Bit-A-Swissy's
Mountain Ranger RN NWPD) also
earned an Award of Merit at the Golden
Gate Specialty this month, and took a
Group 4 Placement in September. It has
been a busy Fall for the Colorado
Members.

Editor’s note: I was at the Swissathlon
and it was exciting to watch Miss Bit pull
for her mom.
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More Member News

Swissies Having Fun at the
Dog Park!

Titan showing off his Cat Ears on Howl-oween. The party invite said anyone in
costume was invited, so….

Earning his WWD (novice weight pulling
title) at Swissathlon was Fury, Ch
Matterhorn WhisperingPalms Pleiades
RA, JHD, NWPD, WWD. Fury also
managed a 15X leg at the swissathlon.
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Treasurer’s Report

The Board of Directors
President
Nancy Anderson (bigdog@cape.com)
Vice President
Cheryl Gerzabek (alastairgsmd@comcast.net)
Treasurer
Laurie Carmody (LcarmodyR@aol.com)
Secretary and Membership
Kelly Nevin (kelly@prismgsmd.com)

Treasurer's report:
Fund Balance as of 10/31/09 $4662.47

Winter Fun will be Here
Before We know it!

Directors
Diana Iannaccone (diana961@optonline.net)
Lynn Kenney (BKenney1@optonline.net)
Deanna Never (deanna_never@comcast.net)
Mike Warburton (mwarburton@csimail.org)
Peter Ziegler (aziegler3606@charter.net)

Newsletter Info
The SCONE Beacon is published quarterly.
Next newsletter will be sent 2/1, content due
1/15.
We are looking for a new Newsletter editor,
if you are interested, email Kelly.
Photos, articles, new title and new puppy
announcements are welcomed. Share a story
about the antics of your swissy.
Membership is encouraged to contribute to the
content of the Newsletter.
Advertisements are $30 for a full page and $20
for a half page.
Any content for the newsletter should be
directed to the club secretary.

WebPage
The SCONE webpage is
www.swissyclubofne.org.

16

SWISSY CLUB OF NEW ENGLAND

Application for Membership

Miss ion Statement
We, the Swissy Club of New England, are committed to protecting and preserving the Greater Swiss Mountain Dog through ethical breeding practices, rescue
intervention, and show & working events open to all purebred Swissies. Furthermore, we seek to promote camaraderie by providing information and education,
encouraging responsible pet ownership, and offering regular social events for our dogs and for ourselves.

Member Information

Dog Information
Please note that having a Swissy is not a requirement for membership

Name
Address
City, State, ZIP
Phone
email

Reg. Name
Call Name
Sex
Date of Birth

Male

Female

- please include others on back -

Please denote the areas of interest in which you are or would like to be involved:
am

would like to

am

would like to

am

would like to

Agility

Conformation

Drafting

Herding

Obedience

Packing

Therapy

Tracking

Weight Pulling
Other (please specify)

If currently involved, may we refer others to you for information and guidance?

Yes

No

Please indicate the areas in which you would like to help SCONE, if applicable:
Fundraising / PR

Newsletter

Website creation / maintenance

NE Rescue

Membership

Other (please specify)

Hold Office

Shows/Matches/Trials

If so, which?

Comments / Feedback

Type of Membership
Please note that full membership is reserved for those who
share or have shared their lives with one or more Swissies.

Associate
Single
Family

signature

$15
$20
$30

non-voting membership
full membership for 1 member
full membership for 2 or more
members per household
date

Please return completed form with payment (payable to SCONE) to: Kelly Nevin PO Box 883 Amherst, MA 01004-0883

